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CHAR VI.
Of over "trading.

I BFXIEVE It will hold true, in almost all the chief
trading towns in England, that there are more
tradesmen undone by having too much trade than,
for having too little; for the latter, if he be indus-
trious, will try twenty ways to mend his case. Over-
trading is among tradesmen as ovcrlifting is among
strung men ; such people, vain of their strength,
and their pride prompting them to put it to the
utmost trial, at last lift at something too heavy for
them, overstrain their sinews, break some of
nature's bands, and are cripples ever after.

For a young tradesman to over-trade himself, is
like a young swimmer going out of his depth, when,
if help does not come immediately, it is a thousand
to one but he sinks and is drowned.

All rash adventurers are condemned by the
prudent part of mankind ; but it is as hard to re-
strain youth in trade as it is in any other thing
where the advantage stands in view, and the dan-
ger out of sight. The profits of trade are baits to
the avaricious shopkeeper, and he is forward to
reckon them up to himself, but does not perhaps
cast up the difficulty which there may be to com-
pass it, or the unhappy consequences of a miscar-
riage. Avarice is the ruin of many people besides
tradesmen ; and ! might give the late Southsea
calamity for an example, in which the longest heads
were most overreached, not so much by the wit or